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The Unifying Value of Sport
The most important event of 2023 was undoubtedly the Pan-American 
Congress organized in early October by Panathlon’s Ecuador District and Club 
Guayaquil.

The highlights of the Congress are outlined here in our Magazine.
Much appreciated was the attendance of many Europeans amongst the Latin 
American panathletes. This contributed to the latter having a better under-
standing of the geopolitical realities of this immense continent, which is in 
turn of great benefit to the universality of our Movement.

Panathlon’s spirit and the dissemination of Olympic values is a reality expe-
rienced daily amongst the panathletes of the 9 Latin American countries whe-
re the Panathlon International is present. And, our agreement with ODEBO, a 
sports organization present in 7 countries of South America, should ensure a 
greater visibility of our Organization.

The cherry on the cake: shortly after the conclusion of the Congress we received news of the creation of a Club in 
Colombia and therefore the welcome membership of a new country into the Panathletic family.

The appeal of the Congress has therefore borne fruit in terms of its expansion of Panathlon International – it was 
definitely worth it!

The recent SportAccord Forum, which took place in mid-November in Lausanne, at the Olympic Museum, dealt 
with a much different subject and atmosphere for the world of international sport.

SportAccord is a global sports association and federative organization based in the Olympic capital, Lausanne, 
Switzerland; it is comprised of the leading “umbrella” sports organizations including international Olympic and 
non-Olympic federations.

Panathlon International, as a IOC recognized body, is invited to events organized by SportAccord, in particular, the 
Annual Forum where the main topical issues in the world of sport are discussed.

Times are hard for the whole of the Olympic Movement.

Addressed mainly to the International Sports Federations, but also to members of the Olympic Family, IOC Presi-
dent, Thomas Bach, gave a very powerful speech. Here are some of the essential parts: “Current geopolitical ten-
sions are extremely complex. In these difficult times, the unifying power of sport is more important than ever. (...) Our role 
is clear: to unite people - and not to aggravate division”.
The IOC President described the growing danger to the entire sports movement of seeing its unifying mission we-
akened, “not to mention being attacked, by one government or another. Some would like to decide which athletes parti-
cipate in which competitions. Others would like to decide where competitions will be held. Others still insist on organizing 
their sporting events within a political perspective. In the latter case, above all, this would mean that a government would 
take control of international sport. If so, your role and that of the Olympic Movement would become obsolete”.

He added: “In such a politicised sports world, (...) competitions would only take place between politically similar 
blocks and it would be impossible for sport to present a unifying force for the whole of society and humanity”.
The scenario is bleak, yet realistic. During the Round Table held in Rome last year, Panathlon International provided 
its own reflections in the context of Russia’s war against Ukraine. President Bach is right to draw the entire Olym-
pic Movement’s attention to the existence of these real and persistent threats.

Nevertheless, Panathlon International and all its clubs - aware of these dangers and above all concerned about the 
dissemination of Olympic values - will prevail in finding the necessary motivation to pursue their mission.

Enjoy reading our magazine

Pierre Zappelli
International President
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For the first time in many years, the ‘headquarters’ 
of Panathlon International moved to Ecuador to 
attend the 15th Pan American Congress and at the 
same time organise two institutional meetings: the 
International Council and the District Presidents’ 
Committee. 

After making several economic estimates, and thanks 
to the hospitality of the Panathlon Club of Guayaquil, 
it was assessed that the minimal difference between 
the costs of organising in Europe or South America 
was largely compensated for by the opportunity to 
strengthen the links between the two continents and 
to increase the development of IP in Latin America 
thanks to the participation of an important Europe-
an delegation. We can say that the objectives were 
achieved! 
 
All participants were able to appreciate the hospi-
tality of District President Danilo Carrera Drouet 
and President of the Club of Guayaquil César Pólit, 
as well as to deepen their mutual knowledge in an 
atmosphere of friendship and shared panathletic 
values.

International board and signing of a MoU with 
ODEBO 

Upon the arrival of the international board members 
on 2 October at the Oro Verde Hotel, a ceremony 
took place to sign the collaboration agreement with 
ODEBO, the South American organisation for the 
Bolivarian Games. With this agreement, which is the 
first in South America, a new project of participation 
of South American clubs in the Bolivarian Games, 
which take place in seven South American countries, 
and the awarding of a Fair Play prize is born. ODE-
BO President Balthazar Medina - Colombian - and 
President Pierre Zappelli in the presence of the Inter-
national Board signed this important collaboration 
agreement.

In the evening, the delegates present were invited 
by the President of the District of Ecuador Danilo 
Carrera and Guayaquil Club President Caesar Polit to 
a cocktail party that took place on the terrace of the 

Guayaquil bench with a view of the extensive city 
that lies on the junction of several rivers.

The following day, 3 October, a meeting of the Inter-
national Board took place with Past President Giaco-
mo Santini, Treasurer Stefano Giulieri and Board of 
Auditors member Marino Albani.

Among the various items on the agenda, there was 
a discussion on the Savings Commission and the 
hypothesis of finding resources. The International 
Board then gladly approved the constitution of the 
new Argentina District and approved the document, 
prepared by the working group, for the establish-
ment of a PI ethics commission and a code of ethics 
to be approved at the General Assembly in Agri-
gento. It also noted with pleasure the continuation 
of the Erasmus Sport Against Match Fixing (SAMF) 
project and the appointment of three PI ambassa-
dors to disseminate the results of this project. 

The institutional meetings continue on 4 October 
with the District Presidents’ Committee where the 
topics discussed will be taken up again.

Panathlon International at the 15th 
Pan American Congress in Guayaquil - 
“El deporte es más que ganar o perder” 

2-7 Octobre 2023
by Simona Callo
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At the end of the proceedings, the International Bo-
ard was received by the governor of the province of 
Guayas, Francesco Tabacchi, and then attended the 
inauguration of the glories of Ecuadorian sport.

District Presidents’ Committee 

The PI institutional meetings continued: on 4 Octo-
ber, the District Presidents’ Committee meeting was 
held at the Bankers Club. 

All district presidents or delegates were present, with 
only District President Austria Joseph Muller and 
Treasurer Stefano Giulieri remotely connected. 

The meeting was opened by International President 
Pierre Zappelli who, after thanking Ecuador District 
President Luis Danilo Carrera for the organisation 
and welcome, congratulated him on the large at-
tendance and participation and explained the IB’s 

decision to set up the Ethics Commission for the 
adoption of a code of ethics to be approved at the 
General Assembly. 

He then passed the floor to Secretary General Simo-
na Callo for an update on the activities of the Gene-
ral Secretariat, who welcomed the new President of 
the Argentine District Jorge Minuto. Then IB member 
Luis Moreno took the floor to explain the develop-
ment of the Plan de Desarollo, followed by Treasurer 
Stefano Giulieri to discuss the organisation of the 
District Presidents Committee meetings with a view 
to saving management and finding resources. 

The District Presidents, after a summary discussion 
of all the activity reports, drew up a final document 
that was submitted to the international board that 
joined the committee and is published separately.
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CONCLUSIONS OF THE 15th PAN-AMERICAN CONGRESS
• The presence of International President Pierre Zappelli, members of the International Board and repre-
sentatives of the Districts of America and Europe is motivating and fruitful for the participants of the 15th 
Pan-American Congress.

• The agreement with the Bolivarian Sports Organisation (ODEBO), signed within the Congress, is a histo-
rical milestone in our events and at the same time determines a first step towards a greater presence of the 
International Panathletic Movement in the world.

• The central theme of the 15th Pan-American Congress of the International Panathletic Movement, ‘SPORT 
IS MORE THAN WINNING OR LOSING’, will allow our panathletes and participants to broaden their vision 
especially on the aspects of sport, health, inclusion and education, facing the future with commitment and 
continuing to contribute, with our ideas, to the good of the PI.

• We recommend that the PI Cultural Scientific Commission study the possibility that the agreements rea-
ched at the upcoming Pan-American Congresses will serve as input for its future commitments and to ad-
dress the challenges that humanity will encounter in the coming decades.

• We are grateful for the support of the Clubs in participating in this continental event, especially in compari-
son to previous congresses.

• We thank the District of Ecuador and the Club of Guayaquil for having organised this PanAmerican Con-
gress and for the splendid welcome to all participants. All this confirms the presence and expansion of the 
Panathletic movement in America

District Presidents’ Committee 
Guayaquil ECU – 4th October 2023

Final Document

The District Presidents’ Committee meeting ended at 4 p.m. and highlighted the following points:

1. Special recognition was given by the Committee to the efforts and work deployed by President Pierre Zappelli 
and the International Board, during their respective terms of office, to promote the international operations of our 
movement.

The District Presidents wish to:
2. Praise the work accomplished by our Clubs after the pandemic; as a matter of fact, the Clubs were successful in 
exceeding the pre-Covid level of activity and in increasing their operations and actions for the benefit of sport and 
Fair Play.

3. Encourage both District Presidents and Governors to visit the Clubs whenever necessary and in accordance with 
Panathlon International’s standard rules.

4. Stress the need for District Presidents to hold both online and in-person meetings, scheduling at least one 
in-person meeting and one online meeting every year.

5. Thank for and praise the excellent work accomplished in connection with the “plan de desarrollo” which was 
drafted and approved by the International Board.

6. Agree and highlight in every possible forum that there is a need to promote the cultural values of sport and the 
sustainability of our movement.

7. In view of further expansion and of establishing new Clubs, ask the International Board to consider whether it 
would be feasible to reduce the number of members initially required to initiate the process for setting up a new Club.

8. Obtain the engagement of an extended number of athletes to promote PI’s values in all sports, including the 
sports for the disabled.

9. Develop the broadest possible range of activities to celebrate Panathlon Day and World Fair Play Day in all our Clubs



During their last meeting, on 3rd October, within the framework of the Guayaquil Congress, the International 
Council adopted several resolutions. Alongside administrative issues there were two matters, which are surely 
of interest to all members: the establishment of the District Argentina and the launch of the Ethics Commis-
sion.

DISTRICT ARGENTINA: in consideration of attaining the necessary minimum number of clubs (three), Argenti-
na returns to again having its own District. The text of the resolution reads as follows: 

“Having taken note of the resolution 31/23/CP, IC also incorporated positive opinions with the resolu-
tion - to ratify the constitution of District ARGENTINA will already be represented within the Commit-
tee of Presidents of the Districts, scheduled the following day, by President Jorge Alberto Minuto. “

ETHICS COMMISSION: The subject has been under discussion for some time, and, after a wide range of opin-
ions and proposals, the following resolution has been reached:

“The CI, having taken note of Resolution 31/23/CP, also took note of the following: - attached docu-
ment drawn up by the President following the Commission meetings held on 16 March and 29 August 
2023 - the request to approve proposals contained therein, considering the positive opinion of those 
present, decides to approve the proposals, namely, to:

1. agree to adopt the IOC-based Code of Ethics, in so far as their provisions will apply to Panathlon In-
ternational, in particular, clauses A (Fundamental Principles), B (Integrity of Conduct), D (Good Govern-
ance and Resources) and G (Obligation to inform). Pursuant to Article 3.1 of the Universal Principles, the 
Code of Ethics must be approved by the “highest governing body”, which for PI is the General Assembly,

2. appoint an Ethics Commission, which will have rules, but which will have a responsibility to ensure all 
individual members, clubs and PI bodies comply with PI’s Code of Ethics provisions,

3. which will be consulted on the basis of an alert or complaint by any PI member or body, or by any 
person whether or not connected with to PI, and on their own initiative, and which will report to the IC 
for subsequent action 

- to continue the initiatives to ensure PI can be considered by the IOC as a “model association” for its 
distinction, 

- to instruct the Secretary General to col-
lect by e-mail names of candidates that 
will comprise the committee, so that they 
can be constituted at the next General 
Assembly scheduled for 14th June 2024 
in Agrigento.

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS
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Ethics Commission launched
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ELECTION ASSEMBLY AND CONGRESS AT AGRIGENTO IN JUNE

by Giacomo Santini                                                                                  
International Past President

Postions of service                 
not positions of power

Here we are once again: in six months, Panathlon 
International returns to the assembly to elect its 
next international leaders as well as celebrating the 
traditional cultural and scientific congress, this time, 
dedicated to the inclusion and enhancement of 
women in sport.

The event returns to Sicily, for the first time since 
the Syracuse 2012 meeting during which I had the 
honour of being elected International President.
This coincidence has given me hindsight and allowed 
me to better reflect on and assess my four years as 
president and the 8 years past-presidency as both 
member of the International Council and member 
of the Presidency Committee, together with the 
Vice-President and of course President and with 
voting rights in both branches of the organisation.

The first reflection regards the statutory amendment 
approved by IC that lays out a much lighter role for 
the next past president, semi-official so to speak, 
this is because their participation in the International 
Council and Presidency Committee is dependent on 
invitation and even then does not carry voting rights. 
The role of third full CDP member will be held by an 
international advisor who will support the Vice-Pres-
ident and President. The secretary general and the 
treasurer of course will continue to operate within 
the PC.

There are no foreseeable critical repercussions re-
garding this statutory change as the role of next past 
president will be up to the current President Pierre 
Zappelli when he proposed it had the aim of increas-
ingly aligning Panathlon’s functional modalities with 
the those of the IOC.

Another statutory amendment ap-
proved during the last four years, re-
gards the restoration of re-electability 
for Panathlon offices, which was fierce-
ly contested in 2012 in Syracuse when 
it was decided, with an almost plebisci-
tary vote, the four-year limit would be 
unsurpassable and unrepeatable.

Restoring re-electability heavily affects 
the “election campaign” of those who 
intend to put themselves forward as a 
new international advisor and, perhaps, 
as the next president.
Beyond the legitimate ambitions of 
individuals, I beliveve I contribute to 

the serenity of the choice remembering that being a 
Panathlon leader does not mean occupying a “seat of 
power” but rather exercising a “role of service”.

It is also appropriate that all those who have “aspi-
rations” for this high office should know it’s not to 
be taken lightly or to fit in with one’s spare time. 
This is because it requires the person to be available 
everyday on the phone not to mention frequent trips 
to Rapallo as well as to other panathletic locations - 
from major world congresses to a presence at con-
vivial clubs on the occasion of special events.

Ergo: is a role for a pensioner willing to travel, with 
good legs and a strong stomach, and who is able 
to cope with the pace of socialising, willing to re-
learn many things one believed they already knew 
and to accept that despite their commitment there 
will always be a member, club, area or district more 
inclined to criticism than praise. Finally, considering 
how Panathlon has spread accross the world, it is not 
a bad idea to have a command of one or two lan-
guages.

Less demanding is the role of International Adviser 
who, however, still must be ready to undertake trips 
for IC meetings, perform representative tasks as well 
as taking a seat at the table in order to be updated 
on international activities and individual clubs or 
districts.

Finally, one must forget nationality because you can 
only be of use to the IC team if you remember: you 
are above all, panathletes and defenders of ethical 
and moral values as well as bearers of ideals and 
being open to dialogue.



 
The unilateral decision taken by the Russian Olympic Committee on 5 October 2023 to include, as its mem-
bers, the regional sports organisations which are under the authority of the National Olympic Committee 
(NOC) of Ukraine (namely Donetsk, Kherson, Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia) constitutes a breach of the Olympic 
Charter because it violates the territorial integrity of the NOC of Ukraine, as recognised by the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) in accordance with the Olympic Charter.

In view of the above, the IOC Executive Board (EB) today decided that:

1. The Russian Olympic Committee is suspended with immediate effect until further notice.

2. The suspension has the following consequences:

a. The Russian Olympic Committee is no longer entitled to operate as a National Olympic Committee, as 
defined in the Olympic Charter, and cannot receive any funding from the Olympic Movement.

b. As stated in the IOC’s position and recommendations of 28 March 2023, which remain fully in place, the IOC 
reserves the right to decide about the participation of individual neutral athletes with a Russian passport 
in the Olympic Games Paris 2024 and the Olympic Winter Games Milano Cortina 2026 at the appropriate 
time.

The IOC EB also reserves the right to take any further decision or measure depending on the development 
of this situation.

INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
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IOC suspends Russia for attack 
on Ukraine
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LOOKING FORWARDS TO MILAN-CORTINA 2026

Winter Olympics and Paralympics
illustrated in Italian schools
Several races will also be disputed in Trentino Alto Adige

A week of teaching sports and Olympic and Paralympic events in Italian schools. 

Winter Games Week is the initiative promoted by the Ministry of Education and Merit - General Man-
agement for students, inclusion and educational guidance - together with Milan Cortina 2026 Foundation 
raising awareness amongst young people on the Olympic and Paralympic issues during the pathway that will 
lead Italy to hosting the 2026 Winter Games.

An initiative of national scope targeted at pupils and students who will still be at school in 2026, and will be 
able to observe, if not indeed participate in, the Winter Olympics and Paralympics with a greater awareness 
of sports, cultural and respect for citizenship values not to mention sustainability and cohesion linked to the 
anticipated Olympic and Paralympic events.

There will be a program of educational initiatives and teaching materials that will be made available to teach-
ers promoting sports, physical activity among young people as well as the dissemination of Olympic and 
Paralympic values among students and students.
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Erasmus Project SAMF
third meeting in Lithuania

Panathlon International is one of the partners work-
ing on the EU-funded Sport Against Match-Fixing 
(SAMF) project - Erasmus+.

As scheduled for in the Project agreement, part-
ners met in Vilnius, Lithuania, at Lithuania’s Football 
Federation, for the third transnational meeting of the 
TPM project.

In addition to Consortium Partners, the meeting was 
also attended by ambassadors who were appointed 
by all Partners.

One of the main objectives of the meeting was to 
train and educate Ambassadors to realise three 
multiplier sporting events (with a minimum of 30 
athletes and duration of 1 hour). 
The ambassadors for Panathlon International who 
participated were: Barbara Rossi (Panathlon Club 
Pesaro, Italy), Gwenda Stevens (Panathlon EU Brus-
sels, Belgium) and Reinhard Seigner (Panathlon Club 
Graz, Austria).

All the results achieved so far were shown in particu-
lar: 

1) Cartoon - https://sportagainstmatchfixing.com/
comic-book/

2) Toolkit - https://sportagainstmatchfixing.com/
toolkit-download-in-your-own-language/

3) Poster - https://sportagainstmatchfixing.
com/posters/

4) Video - https://sportagainstmatchfixing.
com/videos-first-person-stories/

5) Comics and posters adapted for basket-
ball – (link not currently available)

6) SAMF game - (link not currently available)

On September 29th, Partners met early in 
the morning to continue discussing activ-
ities on sustainability - already an integral 
part of these meetings – in particular plant-
ing trees to reduce carbon footprint and 
that all Partners should avoid travelling by 
plane. This activity is a great opportunity for 

all partners to come together and contribute collec-
tively to improving their ecological footprint.

Following this, the Partners met again in the Audi-
torium to discuss the Final Conference in Lisbon, 
scheduled for April 2024. During the presentation, 
Portuguese Football Federation (coordinating partner 
of the Consortium) highlighted that internationally 
renowned stakeholders will participate in the Final 
Conference.

Representing Panathlon International, Patrick Van 
Campenhout and Fábio Figueiras also participated in 
this meeting and contributed actively to the various 
discussions that took place during the day. 

It is important to remember that Simona Callo, Mon-
ica Rossi, Patrick Van Campenhout and Fábio Figuei-
ras have been working actively in SAMF contributing 
to different activities set out in the Project Agree-
ment - including development of Toolkit, organiza-
tion and management of Focus Groups, translation 
of Comics, Toolkits, Posters and other materials; as 
well as participating in monthly online meetings for 
the Consortium.

by Fábio Figueiras
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FAIR PLAY DEBATE

by Livio Guidolin                                                                    
Sport & Panathletics Educator

Before young people we educate 
parents and teachers 
Starting with schools may help, but the ground must be prepared

Fair Play is a positive concept - it is a way of thinking 
and a fundamental principle of living sport.

60 years since Jean Presset drew up the Fair Play 
Charter - 60 years that we have been trying to re-es-
tablish and rediscover Fair Play.
The fair play movement is an intentional gesture that 
generates motion, gives rise to sport and therefore 
demands a source. The source over time must ex-
press itself in terms of “smart motion” (i.e. intelligent 
activity). It’s obvious that any movement that will 
develop in sport or “smart motion” requires energy.

The “source” that allows the practice of sport is the 
vitality that must have and take inspiration from an 
energy source.

But what is the individual force that pushes from the 
depths to take hold and provide that energy?

There are several hypotheses:

• Freud believed the energy that “transforms” into 
movement and sport is “sex drive”, understood as 
the pursuit of pleasure in a broad sense, and that this 
often works in pairs with an aggressive drive.

• Jung, a student of Freud, argued it is not possible 
to define energy that drives an individual to act, nor 
that it is a sexual drive.  He just called it “Life Ener-
gy”.

• Another Freud disciple, Alfred Adler, believed 
human behaviour is greatly influenced by the social 
conditions in which one lives and therefore Energy 
consists of the quest to overcome a personal “feeling 
of inferiority”.

• Another student of Freud, Karen Horney, disagrees 
with ‘drives’ theories and finds instead that Energy 
is born from a search for security that allows one to 
overcome “the basic Anguish”.

• For Erich Fromm, energy comes from a desire to 
react to the isolation and insecurity that characterize 
Society.

All these hypotheses - sexual and aggressive drives, 

vital energy, overcoming feelings of inferiority or ba-
sic anguish - have a common denominator: without 
exception, they are present from the early years of 
life in all children.

Mental development scholars agree that early life 
experiences are critical to personality development:

a) The positive, intense and continuous emotional 
bond with an adult is a prerequisite for a healthy 
foundation of emotional and social development.

b) It starts with a smile from a human face, from 
anguish to the sight of a stranger’s face and then you 
come to the affirmation of your own convictions, to 
contrasting with an adult to affirm your opinion by 
delivering the first NO.

c) This is the perfect time for children to acquire 
a fundamental moral concept. Initially, morality is 
based on adult authority. Later, it evolves into moral-
ity not based on adult authority, but on the group to 
which that individual is a member.

The first stage of the educational process takes place 
in family with social, moral and emotional education 
as well as the perception of security.

In a second phase, the school comes into play with 
intellectual development and a definitive integration 
into social life.
Education assumes and includes co-existence, col-
laboration and the integration of different leading 



figures into one’s life.
The concept of education should be interpreted as 
a “family of concepts”.  The subject acquires the full 
characteristics of his own species incorporating at 
least four moments: biological growth, inculturation, 
learning and training.

1 Biological Growth regards the development of an 
organism and its potential.

2 Inculturation is a socializing process through the 
setting of examples, habits with the assimilation of 
behaviours, beliefs, life practices and prejudices.

3 Learning takes place through the assimilation 
of knowledge, techniques, specific languages and 
codes.

4 Training is the end point of inculturation and 
learning - it is the organic and functional synthesis of 
knowledge and techniques as well as a free assimila-
tion of the culture in which one lives.

Many, far too many, parents have not been able to 
teach and instil a sense of danger, ethics and morals 
in the minds of young people - often young people 
find themselves disconnected from reality.

Parents who in the face of tragedies exclaim 
“everything works out, just offer the right amount”
Parents who allow young people to stay glued to 
their screens or monitors up to 8 hours a day, other-
wise “I won’t be able to get anything done” No? - oth-
erwise “at the restaurant you won’t be able to eat in 
peace” No?

Parents who, even though unaware of the metaverse 
(virtual space in which the differences with reality 
become almost imperceptible)  allow their children to 
live their lives in that metaverse considering the two 
lives as overlapping one another.  They consider the 
same thing. “Live” and live in the metaverse.

We live in a fake democratic and respectable society, 
which has abdicated the figures and roles of educa-
tor, parent and teacher in favour of “influencers”.
It follows that for these parents to talk about ethics 
and values in sport can often sound old-fashioned, 
because strength for them means an awareness that 
these are empty words and concepts, frivolous, void 
of their original meaning.

60 years since Jean Presset drew up the Fair Play Char-
ter
60 years that we have been trying to re-establish and 
rediscover Fair Play.   
For 60 years we have been offering Fair Play exclu-
sively to children, to young people who are getting 
into sports.

We did not realize that “cultural transmission” is 
incomplete and interrupted. 
To avoid always having to start from scratch, we 

should instead try to educate Parents who perhaps 
need it even more than their children.

Let us teach Parents the Olympic values. Values of 
sport which, as we know, always put the universal 
principles of the person first.
Let us explain to Parents that affection - as a set 
of feelings, emotions and passion - is the basis for 
human communication; and its development or lack 
of is an essential determining factor that leads to 
wellbeing or conversely their psychological malad-
justment.
Let us offer Parents a chance to reacquaint them-
selves with the concept of education as a “family of 
concepts” - the family of the 7 Cs.

Let us propose they should relate to young people by 
complying with:

Capacity - Character - Cohesion - Competence - 
Community -  Courage – Creativity

Capacity      skills in different situations with an 
aptitude for problem solving.

Character  in addition to biologically determined 
characteristics, derives from the way in which rela-
tionship experiences are integrated and the emotion-
al components are linked to values chosen in relation 
to the role and cultural system in which we live.

Cohesion    solidarity of intent and ideas - a mutu-
al attraction. Do not forget that the diatribe is always 
disintegrating.

Competence  the necessary preparation to practise 
certain activities and make judgments.
Community     the presence of shared values, com-
mitment and a social programme.

Courage,    strength in facing up to difficult situ-
ations or dangers - it entails assuming both physical 
and moral responsibility.

Creativity     ability and facility to create with in-
genuity and imagination. The creative process starts 
from motivation, a need for autonomy, the desire to 
explore the environment and ourselves, an impulse 
to overcome what is organized, packaged, pre-con-
stituted and then go beyond.

-------------------------------
Quotes from: 
- Monego (Panathlon International) 

- Vianello (Perché ci comportiamo così - Why do we do 
this)

FAIR PLAY DEBATE
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The value of little examples

FAIR PLAY: FROM IDEOLOGY TO PRACTICE
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While meetings take place with great 
world bodies who inspire and support 
fair play, one does wonder, at a gras-
sroots level, what can really be done to 
make the idea of respect take a hold in 
the brains and hearts of young people.

Panathlon has promoted vigorous 
action towards primary and secondary 
schools where values and feelings are 
injected into a field still yet to be re-
claimed and thus ready to absorb fresh 
energy.

Every year, most clubs identify and 
award the various cases of fair play: 
ranging from the truly striking to those 
which acknowledge the careers of ath-
letes and executives which represent in themselves exemplary stories.

However, the defect of these initiatives is their temporary nature: there is a certain fanfare at the time of the 
ceremonies and then you must wait for the following year before you can talk about it again.

The strategy that should instead be supported is a ‘fair play’ penny applied to every local football match or 
peripheral manifestation for any discipline. It is not necessary to wait for the next high-profile situation that 
often never arrives - it should instead be the preference to be on the lookout for the thousands of small but 
just as significant cases occurring at each sporting event even those which are the most modest.

One of these exemplary cases was witnessed on an Italian football pitch during a match between cadet te-
ams between 10 to 13 years old.

During one passage of play, a footballer unceremoniously “hacked down” an opponent sending him to the 
ground with a bruised shin – an unpleasant and yet highly common situation during a football match. The re-
action of the injured player on the other hand was stunning: he chased after the offender, pushed them over 
before throwing him to the ground where he kicked him.

The referee intervened by sanctioning him with a yellow card and warning him not to repeat the offence. For 
him that was about the level of severity the young footballer’s behaviour justified. There was no, however, 
no reflective thinking on the negative consequences of that gesture on sporting ethics.

The aggressive player’s coach, however, was not of the same opinion. At the first interruption of the game 
he called the young man to the bench replacing him with another player - for that coach, this situation had a 
much deeper meaning in an educational sense.

In fact, after the match, he took the young player by the arm and led him towards the opponent who had 
fouled him and then suffered his violent reaction. The move did not go unnoticed by all the spectators who 
followed the action of the coach with great interest.

Without ostentation or duress, he suggested his student should apologize to the opponent and for both of 
them to close the matter with a handshake.

The tone, the words, the atmosphere of silence and expectation from the onlooking spectators took care of 
the rest emphasising what was an unexpected and yet compelling example.

The two young people, in fact, obviously impressed by their lesson in fair play, ended up hugging each other.

Result of the football match: 1-0 to Life
GS



 Club Benevento AGILITY Project
 

 

On European Sports Day, EWOS 2023 - Benevento 
Panathlon Club and the National Boarding School 
“play together” 29 September 2023
To promote an active and healthy lifestyle as well 
as different sports of every kind making citizens 
happier people, this is the new campaign #BeActive, 
organised by Panathlon Club Italia within the Euro-
pean Week of Sport scheduled up until Saturday 
September 30th.
The message was received in full by National Board-
ing School’s ‘Pietro Giannone’ of Benevento. On 

Thursday, September 28, from 14.30 to 15.30 in 
the gym in collaboration with Panathlon Club Ben-
evento, he organised a sporting event with agility 
courses and tournament sport for secondary school 
pupils. And, guest of honour governor of Area 11 
Campania, Francesco Schillirò, presented the ath-
letes with their awards.

For ‘Giannone’ it was a beautiful day of fair play: a 
moment of social gathering, but also and above all, 
a chance to promote the respect of values. Sport 
unites and creates unique moments that will remain 
in the memory of our children as a skills’ set, but 
above all as memorable moments in their lives.
In addition to Francesco Schillirò, the event was 
attended by the School Director Domenico Zerella 
Venaglia, President of Benevento Panathlon Club, 
Danila Vitale, and project representatives Gemma 
Splendiani and Fiorella Oliviero as well as teachers 
from the History Institute at Piazza Roma.

Club Biella  - Together In Sport  
 
On Sunday, September 24th, the #sportiva-
menteinsieme...(together in sport) event was held for 
both girls and boys with disabilities. Biella Panathlon 
Club organised the event at the Cedas Lancia sports 

EWOS 2023: great attendance and 
sporting imagination throughout Europe
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The European Union has relaunched the EWOS initiative inviting all sporting bodies involved in educa-
tion or training to relaunch its mission with this popular event.

Many Panathlon clubs have accepted the invitation and here is a review of what they have been able to 
create through the various communications we have received



centre in Verrone. The meeting was held at 9:30 
with themselves games starting at 10:00.

This year’s #sportivamenteinsieme saw participants 
playing for different teams regardless of their group-
ing: all together...

Club Bruxelles – The risks of elite sport

As part of the European Week of Sport, Panathlon 
International EU Brussels organized an event in 
collaboration with ENGSO Youth on 26 September 
203.

Mr Matteo Zacchetti, deputy head of the Euro-
pean Commission Directory General Education, 
Culture and Sport Unit opened the session and 
highlighted the importance of the European 
Week of Sport as a booster in the promotion of a 
healthy lifestyle and the importance of an active 
live and the role of Sport in the development of 
social cohesion. 
The EC Directory welcomes the partnership with 
Panathlon and ENGSO in the supporting EU is 

her objectives.
3 themes were discussed:

• The recognition for a special fair play gesture by 
Belgian athlete Boumkwo

• A lecture by Elite and Olympic athletes about 
the risks associated with elite sport.

• The ENGSO Youth Ambassadorship for Integrity 
in Sport

Sport is more than friendship

Belgian Athlete Jolie Boumkwo was world news 
when she filled in for her colleague in the 100 
meters hurdles on June 24, 2023 in Poland. 
Boumkwo is Belgian champion hammer hurling. 
Anne Zagré was unexpectedly injured, and the 
team risked not being qualified should the team 
have to give up. With the approval of her coach, 
Boumkwo was allowed to fill in in a discipline that 
is not hers. With this, the Belgian team qualified, 
and the shot putter became world news. IB mem-
ber Patrick Van Campenhout handed over the 
award from Panathlon and invited her to join the 
Panathlon movement.

Sport needs greater care of potential riks

As a 2nd topic, the gymnasts Wannes Vlaeminck 
and Laura Waem gave an account of their experi-
ences as World Champion and Olympic athlete.
Vlaeminck (17 years old) outlined the many chal-
lenges for a young gymnast in Acro Gym and spe-
cifically the many sacrifices to combine studies 
with top sport. He won gold at the 2022 world 
championships. Today he switched the athletics 
discipline of pole vault.

Laura Waem (26), pharmacist in the Master of 
Science in Drug Development is a former Olym-
pic gymnast painted a substantiated picture of 
how sport in general should ensure that young 
athletes can experience their sport in a safe way. 
Laura discussed the risk factors she had also per-
sonally encountered:
There is often a power imbalance. This means 
that the coach has power over the athlete, but 
also over the athlete’s parents.

 EWOS 2023
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In addition, prioritizing performance and win-
ning over the well-being of the athlete is seen 
as a major risk factor in sport. In elite sports, 
performance, success and winning are often the 
main objectives, regularly at the expense of the 
athlete’s health and well-being. This can lead to 
competitive pressure, athlete tolerance for abu-
sive behavior by coaches and the fostering of an 
attitude in underage athletes in which perform-
ance is considered more important than their 
own well-being. 

An unbalanced life also makes the elite athlete 
especially vulnerable. This includes the many 
sacrifices required, the fact that their life and 
identity often revolve entirely around their per-
formance, as well as isolation from other interests 
and social connections with people outside of the 
sports environment. 

Finally, there is the influence of elite sports 
culture, often focusing on issues such as athlete 
weight, the high tolerance for physical violence 
in certain sports (as pain is often seen as “part of 
the process”) and approaching the athlete as a 
mechanical model to be optimized, rather than as 
an individual with their own needs and well-be-
ing.

Having knowledge of the potential risks within 
sports is an important first step. 

The next essential stage is to implement a stricter 
integrity framework for sports federations. 
An integrity framework can include several ele-
ments that are indispensable to ensure the prac-
tice of sport with integrity:

It is essential to create an independent point 
where complaints can be reported, with an Integ-
rity Point of Contact that is appointed by sports 
clubs or sports federations. 

Establishing clear codes of conduct and ethics for 
everyone involved in a sports federation, from 
athletes to coaches, administrators to volunteers. 
Federations need to ensure that these codes are 
strictly adhered to by all stakeholders and that 
non-compliance should carry consequences to 
correct the wrongdoing.

Establishing protocols for action. These protocols 
should provide a clear roadmap to be followed 
within the sports federation when physical, 
psychological, or sexual abusive behavior is sus-
pected or identified.

Education and awareness regarding ethics should 
be an integral part of the integrity framework 
which applies to athletes, coaches, and other 
stakeholders.

In-depth screening and continuous evaluation 
of coaches is crucial, as dealing with athletes is 
not only about technical aspects, but also about 
didactic and pedagogical skills.

Moreover, providing adequate support and coun-
selling for victims, including access to medical 
and psychological care, is also key to recovery 
and justice.

Sports federations should pay attention to a 
properly considered exit policy and related after-
care for athletes who must or choose to leave 
elite sports. 

And finally, the cooperation with other organiz-
ations, both national and international, is vital to 
address and prevent abuse in sport.

Laura Waem: in sum, it is not enough to just 
acknowledge the risks related to practicing elite 
sports. Sport federations must implement an in-
tegrity framework to ensure that their disciplines 
remain a safe, fair, and ethical environment for all 
involved. 
They should also ensure, that the framework is 
respected by all involved.

IB member Patrick Van Campenhout congratulat-
ed Laura Waem for her career and strong mes-
sage on ethics in Sport and invited her to join the 
Panathlon Family. 

ENGSO Youth Integrity Ambassadors Project

The third chapter in the EWOS event was the 
project of the Youth Integrity Ambassadors.
Tiago Guilherme, policy officer at ENGSO Youth 
was very positive about then outcome of the 
event, quote:

On 26 September 2023, ENGSO and ENGSO 
Youth joined forces with European Lotteries and 
Panathlon International, and organized an event 
under the theme “Sport Integrity as an accel-
erator for inclusion and involvement in sport”, 
which was held in Brussels, Belgium. 
The event welcomed world-class athletes, the 

EWOS 2023 
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Youth Ambassadors of the Youth Integrity Am-
bassadors Program (YIAP), Panathlon Inter-
national Board Members, ENGSO, ENGSO Youth, 
European Week of Sports authorities, EL mem-
bers and experts from the field of sport. 

“Integrity is a crucial aspect, if we want to include 
and involve more people in sport and push more 
citizens to be active we need to keep our sport 
environment clean, safe, fair and value-centered”, 
were the welcoming words of Marie Denitton, 
ENGSO Office Director and main coordinator of 
the YIAP project for the Swedish Sport Confeder-
ation. 

The event also recognized great examples of 
integrity. Panathlon International awarded Jolien 
Boumkwo for stepping up for the Belgium team 
and avoiding their disqualification from the EU 
championship in Poland.  

The session continued with the presentation of 
the Youth Integrity Ambassadors Program as an 
example of good practices within the youth and 
sport field by fostering youth empowerment 
and promoting a culture of integrity across sport 
clubs and organizations through a network of 
young ambassadors across Europe that act as 
multipliers and agents of change within their local 
realities.

One of the highlights of the event was the dis-
cussion around values and integrity in the sport 
field, brought up by 2 testimonies of Olympic 
Gymnast Laura Waem and World Champion 
Gymnast Wannes Vlaeminck. 

The other was, without any doubt, the presenta-
tion of YIAP local activities and experiences from 
the young integrity ambassadors, representing 
Special Olympics Europe Asia, EUSA and RF 
Småland. 

The ambassadors then took the floor for an inter-
active session with the audience called “Is it Fair 
play or not?”, promoting discussions about integ-
rity, fair play and values in the sport field based 
on specific sport cases. 

Speaking for the three hosting organizations 
during the conclusions of the event Alvise An-
gelini (Senior Policy Officer & Sport Secretary at 
EL) launched their joint action plan for 2024, to 
continue fostering “Involvement, Inclusion and 
Innovation” and continue the work on integrity.”

A dinner concluded the fourth edition of the 
Panathlon EWOS event organized by the Rep-

resentation of Panathlon International at the EU 
institutions in Brussels.

** the speech by Mrs Waem can be requested via : 
secretary@panathlon-international-brussels.eu

Club Modena – Football, golf and paralympic 
sport

 

 

Also this year, Modena Panathlon Club has joined 
in with the European Week of Sport, promoted by 
the European Union, with several initiatives. On the 
fields of Modena’s Polisportiva Saliceta San Giu-
liano, there were two youth football tournaments, 
in collaboration with Modena FC and Accademia 
Modena 1912: the first, reserved for the 2016 
category saw as protagonists, children from Acca-
demia Modena, Città Dei Ragazzi, San Faustino and 
Cittadella; while the second, dedicated to athletes 
born in 2015, went beyond those from Modena to 
include Villa d’Oro, Poggese, Junior Finale, La Pieve 
Nonantola.

There was also a joint training session with the 
Rainbow Team - a project dedicated to children with 
cognitive disabilities. During the day, sponsored by 
Panathlon, Modena Council, Modena Foundation 
and FIGC, there was a collection point of unused 
football shoes for project “Your shoes for a smile” 
by association ODV Alfeo Corassori - Life for you, 
in support of activities for children from families 
in Madagascar, in collaboration with Modena FC, 
which will provide technical playing equipment.

Modena Panathlon Club also sponsored (and partici-
pated in) the seventh edition of Skill in Action, at the 
Sports Village in Via Cassiani, Modena - an inclusive 
and integrated sports day organized by association 
“Together You Can” in collaboration with the Italian 
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Paralympic Committee (IPC) Delegation of Modena, 
during which participants were able to engage in 
different disciplines and learn about the projects of 
the associations involved. 

At the end, Modena Panathlon Club renewed its 
usual appointment with Modena Golf & Country 
Club where the Under 14s and Under 12s’ finals of 
the circuit “They will be famous” were held - one 
of the most important youth tournaments of the 
Italian Golf Federation organized throughout Italy at 
the macro-regional level where the best talents of 
Italian golf can compete.

Club Padova – Fairplay Awards At Polisportiva 
Pallalpiede

 
 
 

This annual event has returned once again - sport 
and culture are united in a symbolic embrace for 
Panathlon Club Padova’s awards. Where sport is 
seen as a vehicle for life’s good deeds as emphasised 
by the sports organization that organises it.

Receiving the prestigious Fair Play 2023 prize, 
Polisportiva Pallalpiede, was the prisoners’ football 
team at Padua’s “Due Palazzi” who were enrolled in 
the third division. 
The choice of the Commission was motivated by the 
“Concrete testimony not only of a sporting goal but 
also of the result of a system that at its foundation 
respects rules and Fair Play”. The awards ceremony 
took place at the military headquarters of Circolo 
Unificato dell’Esercito.

The event, organized by Padua Panathlon Club, is 
one of the initiatives promoted by Panathlon Inter-
national to raise awareness on fair play and reaffirm 
the ethical values of Panathlon sport, which has 
helped to popularize it during its 72 year history. 

“With this award, Padua Panathlon International 
wants to emphasize once again that sport is an 

effective tool for mental health and rehabilitation 
- comments Fiorenzo Zanella, president of Pana-
thlon - so that detainees can regain confidence in 
themselves, in others and in the public and private 
institutions”.

ASD Polisportiva Pallalpiede was founded with the 
aim of promoting sport as a means of rehabilitation 
and social interaction through the shared and inter-
national language of football.

 “The idea was born from a desire to create a train-
ing pathway within the prison - explains Lara Mot-
tarlini, president of the Polisportiva Pallalpiede - by 
promoting healthy lifestyles and good practice 
through sport and physical activity, which thus be-
come the basis of a rehabilitation process aimed at 
passing on to the prisoners the values of solidarity, 
loyalty and respect for others. 

Through sport’s common and unifying language 
the project was able to give birth to a third-division 
football team, unranked maybe, but made up of 
players ready to win the championship of loyalty, 
values and sharing through sport”. 

Club 188 Pontremoli Lunigiana – Colorincorsa 
(Running Colour)

 

The zaniest, most-colourful and fun race came back 
again in late summer wishing a good year to all our 
youth returning to school!
Many participants arrived from afar to spend a few 
colourful and carefree hours on a wonderful sum-
mer’s day!

The start of the race/walk was marked by the 
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rhythm of percussion and drum rolls of Pedrasamba 
who gave a noisy show even on arrival!

A complex organizational machine was set in motion 
to repeat the same format of last year’s first edition 
as a result of its success, but this time with the addi-
tion of several innovative surprises to make it even 
more fun!

Club Trapani - Erice inauguration of “ Falcone and 
Borsellino Sports Gardens”

As part of the European Week of Sport, organized 
in collaboration with the Panathlon Club Trapani, 
the “Falcone and Borsellino” Sports Gardens’ facility, 
built in Erice near Lungomare Dante Alighieri, was 
inaugurated in the same location of the historic 
“White Field”. Thousands of students from Erice, 
Trapani and Misilesi schools, together with sports 
associations and volunteers, authorities and cit-
izens, took part in a procession from the University 
to the Sports Gardens.

After the customary cutting of the ribbon by the 
mayor, Daniela Toscano, a blessing by Bishop 
S.Pietro Maria Fragnelli and the unveiling of a large 
table dedicated to magistrates Falcone and Borsel-
lino, all those present then moved to the area used 
as a stage where the authorities were present. 
Inside and outside the large park, the numerous 
associations that had received an invitation played 
basketball, football, paddleball, tennis, volleyball, 
handball, fencing and twirling.

Students were able to take advantage of the facility 
and, in the play area, street artists entertained the 
younger folks who were also able to enjoy kite 
exhibitions. The mayor, Daniela Toscano, said “It is 
a historic day and a great party for Erice and for the 
whole area. Together with Trapani Panathlon Club 
and its president Lilli Vento, whom we would like 

to thank for their pleasant collaboration, we have 
inaugurated one of the most extensive and well-
equipped sports parks in Southern Italy that embra-
ces multiple disciplines and must surely become not 
only a reference point for sports, but also as meet-
ing point for people”. The President of the Italian 
District, Giorgio Costa, also attended the event and 
inauguration.

Upper Valdarno Club – On the hills of Reggello
  
#BeActive 2023 from Upper Valdarno Panath-
lon Club on the rolling hills of Reggello. To mark 
European Week of Sport - that sees collaboration 
between the European Union and Panathlon Inter-
national’s Permanent Representation at the Euro-
pean Parliament in promoting and disseminating 
healthy lifestyles - the Club service of President Siro 
Pasquini continued their discovery of the territory 
with a large group of members and friends who 
chose to spend last Sunday amongst the centur-
ies-old olive trees at the ‘City of Oil’.

The focus was on the thousand-year-old Pieve di 
San Pietro a Cascia, a splendid example of Roman-
esque architecture on the Cassia Vetus route, an 
ancient Roman and previously Etruscan road con-
necting the hills between Arezzo and Fiesole. It was 
here that Don Ottavio Failli and Don Roberto Brandi 
accompanied participants through an engaging and 
evocative guided tour to discover the architectural 
and pictorial treasures of the area as well as holding 
a Mass in commemoration of deceased members.

This was followed by an aperitif, while in the 
churchyard of the church some ‘motor jewels’ were 
on show from Club Valdarno Auto and Vintage 
Motorcycles ‘Vasco Barboni’ which attracted the 
curiosity and interest of the tourists in attendance - 
some even taking a souvenir photo.
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Then the much-anticipated guided tour at the wel-
coming Masaccio Museum of Sacred Art that, like 
a treasure chest, contains a beauty left over from 
the centuries of Pieve’s history and across its vast 
territory, with obviously at the forefront the famous 
San Giovenale’s Triptych. 

This was the first known work attributed to Ma-
saccio - a famous painter born in our territory - to 
San Giovanni Valdarno, a precursor to Renaissance. 
Dated 23 April 1422, it is the first example of new 
art, and the search for truth in nature, starting with 
the application of prospective techniques.
The day ended with the 425th Upper Valdarno 
Panathlon Club Gathering at ‘Archimedes’ Restau-
rant, which included International Vice President 
Panathlon International, Orietta Maggi, Vice Presi-
dent Vicario, PI District Italy, as well as Leno Chisci, 
a member of the Valdarnese club.

Club Venezia – Cultural walk
 
On September 30, Club Venezia organized a cultural 
walk for members and citizens of Malamocco - an 
important cultural and historical location. With free 
registration and a beautiful day the event attracted 
the participation of many people, including - in 
response to the theme of EWOS - many who were 
over 70s as well as many young people.

 

 

Club Viterbo - “Sport in the Square” for everyone

  

Panathlon Club Viterbo, as part of “European Week 
of Sport”, has taken “Sport in the Square” for every-
one.
Between Friday 29 and Saturday 30 September, 
from 10 to 6 pm in Piazza Unità d’Italia (Sacrario), 
there were a variety of sports available for locals to 
try out and play freely as well as allowing children to 
experience some sports out with the sports facilities 
environment - particularly beneficial for promoting a 
healthy and active lifestyle.

The event was organised by ANSMeS and UNVS 
with the collaboration of LND Esport, Accademia 
Olimpica Nazionale Italia, Banca Lazio `Nord, CSA 
IN Viterbo, ANCE, Carramusa and Balletti Park Ho-
tel as well as Viterbo Council.

EWOS 2023

www.panathlon-international.org 21



The Panathlon Club of Lisbon organized the “Ética 
Summit 2023” congress (hereinafter Summit), which 
was a 100% digital and free of cost, that took place 
on 8, 9 and 10 September 2023, involving eight 
Lusophone countries (Angola, Brasil, Cabo Verde, 
Moçambique, Guiné-Bissau, São Tomé e Princípe, 
Portugal and Timor-Leste). 

Panathlon Club of Lisbon counted with the support 
of the Panathlon International District of Brazil, 
making this a truly interesting collaboration be-
tween different Panathlon clubs of different conti-
nents. 

In addition, the Summit also counted with the 
support of the Federal Confederation of Physical 
Education of Brazil, the Portuguese Institute of 
Sport and Youth, the Portuguese Sports Foundation, 
the National Confederation of Physical Education 
Teachers’ Associations, the Confederation of Coach-
es of Portugal, the Confederation of Lusophone 
Coaches and the Faculty of Human Motricity of the 
University of Lisbon, as well as many other organi-
sations that have voluntarily associated themselves 
with this project.

The main objectives of the Summit were to promote 
reflection, debate and the sharing of knowledge on 
issues associated with ethics and integrity in sport 
throughout the Portuguese-speaking world. With 
around 3000 registrations, around 20 sessions and 
with an approximate of 350 participants per ses-
sions, It was the biggest event of its kind ever held 
in the sports world involving Portuguese-speaking 
countries. 

Participants of the Summit had the opportunity to 
attend conferences, round table debates and work-
shops and also to get involved in working groups 
of common interest, creating partnerships to build 
common projects centered on promoting integrity, 
ethics and fair play in sport.

This Summit, in its second edition, has evolved 
at all levels compared to last year’s edition, firstly 
because it has more thematic sessions, more part-
ners involved, more sports organisations to support, 
more registrations and, above all, more diversity in 
terms of the nationalities of the speakers and fe-

male participation. It also counted with the support 
of around 30 Ambassadors, which are all renowned 
athletes or former athletes (Olympic and non-olym-
pic), coaches, sports directors and other sports-re-
lated experts. The Summit allowed civil society and 
sports organisations from all Portuguese-speaking 
countries to take part. To this end, it had the formal 
support of around 100 associations, federations and 
sports organisations, which have committed them-
selves to the event.

The Summit featured around 60 internationally 
renowned experts/speakers on the following very 
pertinent themes in the world of sport, namely: 

(I)) SPORT IN THE 21st CENTURY - ONE OF HU-
MANITY’S GLOBAL ASSETS;

(II) YOUTH SPORT (with the sub-themes “protec-
tion, safety and rights of children and young ath-
letes” and “role of parents”); 

(III) DOPING and ANTIDOPING (with sub-themes 
on “athletes’ rights and duties”, “Lusophone strate-
gies 
and realities” and “the treatment of doped ath-
letes”); 

(IV) VIOLENCE IN SPORT (with sub-themes “jour-
nalistic coverage of violence in sport”, “policies and 
practices in prevention” and “racism and xenopho-
bia”); 

(V)MANIPULATION (with the sub-themes “illegal 
sports betting”, “match-fixing and the defense of 
integrity”). Furthermore, the Summit also had two 
thematic blocks which had as goal to discuss topics 
particularly of interest in Africa: “Fraud in the age” 
and “Governance”, for which we had one represent-
ant from each portuguese-speaking African country 
in its roundtable discussion.

Finally, the Summit could not have been done with-
out the approval of the Panathlon Club members, 
its Board members and President, Mário Almeida, 
financial support of IPDJ (Portuguese Institute of 
Sport and Youth), Fundação do Desporto (Portu-
guese Sports Foundation) and without the col-

SUPRANATIONAL DISTRICT / LISBON CLUB

by Fábio Figueiras

Ethics in Portuguese with 60 experts
Ethics Summit 2023 - Ethics and integrity in sport at the centre of discussion
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laboration of the Executive Committee of the 
Summit, which counted with the participation 
of Filomena Fortes, Teresa Rocha, Pedro Souza, 
Georgios Hatzidakis, Willian Pimental, José Car-
valho, Miguel Fachada and Fábio Figueiras.

www.panathlon-international.org 2

This is not the first time this has been suggested: it would be nice to hear an official anthem of the Panathlon 
International at opening ceremonies and club gatherings.

Several times, in the past, some more or less remote attempts were put forward as “candidates” for an official 
anthem, however none of these broke through definitively and none secured broad consensus.

Some were made up of military-style drums ideal for accompanying a parade; others were romantic arias fa-
vouring an opening of distant horizons; then there were classical songs of solemn character for truly historic 
occasions; finally, there were also those who proposed songs that celebrated sport in an upbeat form suitable 
for choral music.

Perhaps few remember those experiments, but those who did put their idea in the mix, it is time to take it 
out again because the International Council has decided to do things seriously through launching an appeal 
and a challenge to panathletes who have musical inspiration and strong resolution and who “play” likewise:

Competition for Official PI Anthem – 

IC, taking note of what was reported by those present on their experience of representing IP on official occasions, 
saw it necessary to have a composition that would promote PI to the world also taking note of the proposals of 
those present and has so decided:

- to involve Panathlon Clubs, so that an official PI anthem may be identified and formalized before the General 
Assembly on June 2024,

- to instruct the General Secretariat to do so.

Official anthem for Panathlon
A Military march? Romantic Aria? Solemn Classical song? Light reason to all sing 
in chorus?

PROPOSED BY INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION 



A thousand metres of relay race 
on Fair Play day                                            

The sixth edition of the ‘1000 km of Fair-Play’ took place in September.  
 
This year, as the association celebrated 20 years of Fair-Play activism, the concept evolved to count as many 
kilometres as possible to highlight the positive values of sport in all its diversity. 
  
As a result, more than 100 Fair-Play awareness relays have been established. Each member and neighbouring 
institutions of Panathlon Wallonie-Brussels devised their own ‘1000 km of Fair-Play’ on their own territory or 
within their own organisation to reach a total of over 88,740 km run for Fair-Play by 13,855 runners.
 
The final stage of the Fair-Play 10,000 km 2023 took place in Watermael-Boitsfort in October. It was a 
wonderful way to end the operation and to symbolically celebrate the 20th anniversary of Panathlon Wallo-
nie-Brussels, where the association has had its offices since 2003. 
 
The ceremony of World Fair Play Day 2023 took place on Thursday, 7 September at Brussels City Hall. This 
fourth edition was marked by the exceptional presence of Berit Reiss-Andersen, president of the Norwegian 
Nobel Peace Prize Committee, who was presented with the 1st ‘Sport for Peace Prize’ of the European Fair 
Play Movement awarded to the Norwegian Nobel Committee.  
 
A ceremony dedicated to ‘Peace through Sport’.

From left to right: Ioannis Psilopoulos, Treasurer of the European Fair Play Movement; Pierre Zappelli, President of 
Panathlon International; Pierre-Yves Jeholet, Minister-President of the Wallonie-Brussels Federation; Philippe Housiaux, 
President of Panathlon Wallonie-Brussels and the European Fair Play Movement; Frédéric Daerden, Minister-President 
of the Wallonie-Brussels Federation; Kolë Gjeloshaj, Vice-President of Panathlon Wallonie-Brussels; Berit Reiss-Ander-
sen, President of the Nobel Peace Committee and Éliane Tillieux, President of the House of Representatives

BELGIUM DISTRICT/CLUB WALLONIE BRUXELLES
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To mark Vicenza Panathlon’s 70th anniversary celebrations a better setting than Terrazza Palladiana could not 
have been found. The evening, still extraordinarily warm for the time of year, was hosted by Marco Meletti 
and saw a worthy lineup prestigious events with authorities, athletes, sports clubs, CONI representatives 
and Panathlon Italy leaders led by President Giorgio Costa, Governor of the Area1, Franco Falco, and Giorgio 
Chinellato, member of the International Council also in attendance.

Amongst the sports clubs present, Rangers Rugby Vicenza, Vicenza Volleyball, Vicenza Waterpolo, U.S. Torri 
Handball, A.S. Vicenza and Vicenza Basketball 2012. The honours were done by Mayor, Giacomo Possamai, 
together with Councillor for Sport, Leone Zilio.

Commissioner of Vicenza, Dr. Paolo Sartori, Province President, Andrea Nardin, and Regional Councillor, 
Milena Cecchetto were all in attendance. From the media sector, in addition to TVA General Manager, Franc-
esco Nicoli, and SPORTvicentino, “Il Giornale di Vicenza” with its Director, Marino Smiderle, and head of the 
sports service, Eugenio Marzotto were also present.

During the event, an edition in celebrating the club’s 70th anniversary was presented in collaboration with Il 
Giornale di Vicenza. The 240page book brings together emotions and memories to celebrate Vicenza’s sport 
and sporting figures as well as the tireless activity of a very special club.

Amongst the guests linked to the publication, were Countess Marzotto, wife of the first president of the Club 
and Count Paolo Marzotto who was a great supporter and was behind the book’s realisation. 

A great success showing where we are right now as an increasingly prominent protagonist in Vicenza’s world 
of sport!

70 years of history
A book and many milestones reached
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Pina Marino has left us
 
                                               
Catania Panathlon Club is mourning the loss of Professor Pina Marino, married to Ignazio Russo, who is sadly 
no longer with us. 

An unbridgeable loss both to her family and to athletics both nationally and in Catania.

To eulogise about her is a difficult task - whatever is written would not do her justice in terms of the things 
she did and achieved. 

A physical education teacher, at school first and then later at university, she taught the science of exercise. 
First, as a young athlete, with Libertas Ciclope of Catania, excelling in running, and then as a coach, churning 
out champions who achieved great results at national level, she took Libertas Katana’s colours to yet higher 
and higher levels; the club was founded by her husband Professor Ignazio Russo - regional Fidal councilor 
from 1984 to 1992 and national councillor afterwards from 1992 to 2000. She was the first woman in Italy to 
receive the Coni Gold Star and the first to have been appointed national coach in various specialties as well 
as receiving the Oak Award of Merit at three levels. These are among the most prestigious honours within the 
Federation of Athletics. She was a point of reference for thousands of young Catanese citizens as well as her 
pupils and athletes. Of her 87 years in this world more than 60 of them were dedicated to athletics.

At her funeral, in addition to relatives and friends in attendance for a last farewell, there were also several 
sports authorities from the island, Regional President, Enzo Falzone, fellow teachers, former athletes and, last 
but not least, our past Governor of the Area Roberto Pregadio.

The President, Members and Board of Directors of Catania Panathlon Club, are saddened by this serious loss, 
share in the pain of her husband, our Past President, and for the children Uccio, Alessia and Danilo, for their 
unbridgeable loss.

by Luigi Romano
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Santiago of Chile Panathlon International Club 
participated with a stand at the Pan-American 
Games which was held in Chile from 20 October 
to 5 November. 

Members of the club have taken steps to pro-
mote and spread Olympic values and our Move-
ment through making an important appearance. 
Several figures visited the stand including the 
Chilean Minister of Sport as well as numerous 
panathletes.

To the members of the club and to all those who 
have worked hard to reach this significant par-
ticipation, Panathlon International movement 
extends its best wishes and thanks.

Panathlon also in attendance 
at Panamerican Games

Ravenna Panathlon Club organized its 
fifteenth Cultural Orienteering event 
for primary, lower and upper secondary 
school students in Emilia Romagna.

There were over four hundred students – 
from roughly forty schools from Parma to 
Riccione – who were divided into about 
70 teams, which for almost two hours 
enlivened Ravenna’s historic centre in 
search of the “14 lanterns” provided while 
answering questions on Ravenna’s monu-
ments and history.

The award ceremony was attended by the 
municipal councillor for sport, Costantini, 
head of the provincial school office, Bernardi, as well as Panathlon president, Rossi.

History hunt with orienteering
for 400 students 

DISTRICT ITALY / CLUB RAVENNA 
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The skiing challenge for panathletes has been relaunched and is sponsored once again by Club Trento whi-
ch has done so for many years. The location is set on the slopes of Paganella, the highest mountain which 
overlooks Trento along with Bondone and more specifically will be held at Andalo - the largest ski resort in 
Trentino by number of beds and facilities.

The races will take place according to FISI categories and tables, but only for the one discipline of giant sla-
lom.
Ski instructors and local technicians will prepare the slopes while Trento Club will make use of the proven 
experience of Paganella Dolomiti Booking.
Here’s a summary with basic information:
Period: 21-24 MARCH 2024 (Thursday to Sunday)
Service: prices are per person, in double room with half board, drinks not included.
Accommodation: HOTEL ALEXANDER CIMA TOSA 3 *** S at Molveno (4 km from the Andalo ski lifts) subject 
to availability. A second structure will also be organised with bed and breakfast.
Booking: hotel reservations must be made by the Consortium no later than 5th FEBRUARY
Deposit: €150,00 per person made via bank transfer to: 
PAGANELLA DOLOMITI BOOKING Cassa Rurale delle Giudicarie, Valsabbia e Paganella, Andalo branch, 
IBAN: IT35 A 08078 34300 0000 33007928 Purpose: PANATHLON – Mr/Mrs/Ms …………….. Period 
……………. 
Remaining balance: to be paid by 12 MARCH 2024
Penalties: loss of paid deposit up until 06 February to 12 March; then from 13 March, 100% of the package’s 
cost (in cases of ‘no show’ the reservation will be cancelled after the first night).
Important notes: Requests will be processed on a first-come-first-served basis with priority given to stays 
over 3 nights.
Reservations will only be confirmed by sending a “Hotel Booking Form” properly completing all fields inclu-
ding those of RACE + DEPOSIT.
Without a paid deposit the reservation will be considered cancelled. 
As confirmation, a voucher will be sent out 
which must be presented on arrival to the 
hotel.

PACKAGE PRICE PER PERSON INCLUDES 
(package cannot be split up):
• 5 - 4 - 3-night stay in hotel with half board;
• ski and boot storage at hotel; 
• hotel spa; 
• Friday night: typical Trentino meal at 
ALEXANDER hotel; 
• Saturday morning: giant slalom race at 
10.00;
• Saturday evening: gala dinner at ALEXAN-
DER hotel;

→ Fee does not include tourist tax to be paid 
on site.

For hotel booking and race registration you 
require two forms, which you can get by contacting Club Trento secretary 
SANDRA FEDRIZZI: 
phone: 335/8306930 e-mail : sandrafedrizzi@virgilio.it

At Trentino’s Paganella 
a great challenge for skiers
The long-awaited event for panathletes returns from March 21-24 – 
and here’s how to participate
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Bernadette Graf receives the 
Daniel Swarovski Panathlon 2023 Award

During a wonderful ceremony, Innsbruck Panathlon 
Club awarded one of Austria’s best judokas - who has 
established themselves above all within international 
tatami - with the Panathlon Trophy in memory of KR 
Daniel Swarovski. Bernadette Graf, born in Innsbruck, 
is a former 5th place Olympian as well as a being serial 
medal winner. However, she was not only honou-
red for her excellent sporting achievements, but for 
her personal virtues which are very much in keeping 
with the values of the Panathletic Movement. The 
first highlight of the evening was the award given to 
Bernadette Graf, which was then followed by two 
discussions with senior sports officials on the theme 
of: “Sport - Yes! But for who and how?” The debate 
focused on volleyball, swimming, figure skating, school 
sports and judo.
At BFI-Innsbruck Festival Hall, over 70 guests and 
sponsors accepted Innsbruck Panathlon Club’s invita-
tion. Club President Dr. Winfried Sponring said in his 
welcome speech:  “We at Innsbruck Panathlon Club 
are impressed by Bernadette Graf’s mentality: “It’s 
OK to fall, however don’t stay down too long”. The 
prestigious Panathlon Trophy, in memory of KR Daniel 
Swarovski, was not only awarded on account of her 
extraordinary sporting achievements. “High values, 
courage, respect, team spirit and fair play also cha-
racterize this year’s Panathlon winner,” said President 
Sponring. Bernadette Graf continues to do justice 
to the list of outstanding Tyrol sportswomen who 
have already won this award: Kate Alen, Heidi Stei-
nacher-Koch, Nici Pederzolli, Elisabeth Osl, Angelika 
and Doris Neuner, Christine Wolf, Barbara Schett, Nici 
Hosp and Angela Eiter. The list of male award-winners 
extends from Olympic champion Stephan Eberharter 
to world-famous transplant surgeon, Prof. Raimund 
Margreiter.
For Bernadette Graf’s mentor, President of Austrian 
Judo, Martin Scherwitzl, who gave a speech of prai-
se, Bernadette Graf is a role model: discipline and 
iron will following defeats - due to injuries - on the 
one hand, team spirit and one world of values on the 
other, go hand in hand with the Panathlon Movement. 
Moreover, he said, Bernadette is a sportswoman who 
possesses an immensely human character. And even 
after the end of her career, Bernadette Graf continues 
to be involved in the events of Innsbruck Judo Centre. 
The Panathlon winner, however, is also distinguished 
by the fact that, at the end of her career, she chose to 
become a policewoman in Innsbruck.
The fact that the current sports scene in Tyrol can 
boast of both sportswomen and sportsmen’s success, 
is extremely satisfying. However, there are also less 
welcome developments which could lead to weakning 
within sport, specifically within Tyrol, and these were 
illustrated during the discussion “Sport - Yes! But for 

who and how?” held in the second part of the event. 
Prof. Günther Mitterbauer, Innsbruck Panathlon Club 
Vice President, outlined the problems together with 
senior officials. Unanimous thinking: there is a lack of 
adequate infrastructure. It is true politics develops ge-
neral plans, however these are never implemented. In 
this way structural deficits appear and disadvantages 
arise for Tyrolean society as a whole, illustrated with 
some examples raised during the discussion. Volleyball 
absolutely needs a multifunction centre to provide 
training and exercise units for both the competitive 
and the youth teams. Hall’s artistic skaters, male and 
female, must travel nearly 100 km to find the right 
training conditions. The situation in swimming clubs 
in Tyrol is also precarious - water sports areas are too 
small and in insufficient number in Tyrol causing trai-
ning congestion especially during the winter months.
“Something needs to be done urgently “. Not only for 
young sportsmen and sportswomen, but also for those 
responsible for their development, such as Much 
Falkner (TI volleyball), Martin Scherwitzl (judo), Stefan 
Opatril (swimming) or Ulrike Scoficz (figure skating), 
who are all agreed on this. “The sports pyramid is no 
longer fit for purpose: elite sport that ranks at the top 
of advertising revenue still receives funding leaving 
the wider base of clubs engaged in youth and mass 
sport to make up the insignificant rest”, summarised 
Prof. 
Günther Mitterbauer called for a change of mentality: 
super-athletes and ‘Star-Ensembles’ should not receive 
resources from the cauldrons of sports funding as they 
are, in essence, “commercial enterprises”. Sporting 
resources should instead be reserved for mass and 
youth sport.

New Panathlon winner, Bernadette Graf, together with 
witness, Martin Scherwitzl (right) and President Dr. Win-
fried Sponring
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The Italian Officials of Armed Forces Club (Circolo Ufficiali Forze Armate d’Italia) hosted its 24th edition of 
the award Women’s Sport Award. It was organized by the Panathlon International Club of Rome and spon-
sored by Roma Capitale and CONI Lazio with contributions from BPM Bank.

Receiving the prestigious award (Gloria, a bronze casting of Pierpaolo and Piergiorgio Ermini) were: 24-year-
old Elena Micheli from Rome, reigning world champion of Modern Pentathlon both in individual and team 
events who has already qualified for Paris Olympics 2024; Air Forces lieutenant, Silvia Marziali, first referee 
of women’s 1st Division basketball after Antonella Fabretti’s debut 33 years ago; and then also international, 
and a pioneer of women’s management, Stefania Cardenia, Regional Director of Special Olympics Team Lazio. 
There was also a Special Award for Roma Women’s Football Champions of Italy 2022/2023 who were not 
present as a result of the team’s sporting commitments – it will be presented at a later date.

 “We are proud to have held the event again this year - says President of the Rome Panathlon International 
Club, Walter Borghino - considering it is the flagship of our club. We have received great attention from both 
political and sporting local public administrations for this award that now represents a point of reference 
for the city of Rome itself. Together in a fantastic location and historical tradition, tonight we reward three 
figures of a great sporting and human profile, who are giving continuity to the 100+ women who preceded 
them since the first ceremony was conceived back in 1990”.

 “BPM Bank has enthusiastically supported this initiative, which recalls the values of our Group and is in line 
with our People Strategy which has among its main objectives the enhancement of women’s talents”, com-
mented Luca Mazzini, Head of South-Centre Territorial Management at BPM Bank.

Three women awarded for setting an example in sport
World champion, referee and manager
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Azzurri sailors Elena Berta, Giulio Calabrò, Bianca Caruso and Giacomo Ferrari, protagonists of the Tokyo 
2020 Olympics, met over 150 students at the event dedicated to “Planet Olympia: values of sport as told 
by champions” an exhibition organized by Panathlon Junior Club Rome to promote ethics and sport culture 
amongst young people.

Many issues were addressed during the long discussion at “Claw” Sports Centre including respect for en-
vironment, and in particular, the marine ecosystem, the fight against doping, the importance of reconciling 
sport with university careers and the role of sport as a tool for social inclusion.

At the meeting, chaired by Club President, Lorenzo D’Ilario, were also in attendance: Capitoline Assembly 
councillor, Giorgio Trabucco; vice president of the Italian Sailing Federation, Giuseppe D’Amico; vice presi-
dent of the Italian Naval League, Luciano Magnanelli; and territorial representative of the Regional School 
Office of Lazio, Adele Rocchetti.

After answering numerous questions, the four sailing champions presented Panathlon International Fair Play 
Charter to all the students as well as a certificate of merit for their involvement in the celebrations of “Legali-
ty Week” and in the school sports’ tournaments.

Large group of students attending event with the 
Fair Play Charter

President D’Ilario presents pennant to sailing 
champions

Sailing champions 
meet students  

DISTRICT ITALY / JUNIOR ROME CLUB
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FAIR PLAY AWARD TO SANTIAGO DE CHILE

PANATHLON INTERNATIONAL32

After the gesture made towards her Dominican colleague, Erika Lasso received the most votes to win the Fair 
Play Prize at the XIX Pan American Games in Santiago 2023.

While the athlete was still competing in Australia, teammate Francisco Balanta, collected the five-ring trophy 
- awarded by Panathlon Chile and Chilean Olympic Committee – on her behalf.

In Santiago 2023, an unprecedented Pan American Games Fair Play awards was initiated, where Colombian - 
judoka - Erika Lasso, received the award in recognition of her exemplary act of sportsmanship.

Due to her participation in a race in Australia, Lasso could not be present to receive the award. Instead, 
fellow judoka, Francisco Balanta, was honoured to receive the five-circle trophy from Panathlon Chile past 
president, Eduardo Gurovich, and Chilean Olympic Committee head, Miguel Angel Mujica.

The ceremony was held at the Parque Estadio Nacional’s Main Press Centre and was attended by prominent 
figures including: Neven Ilic, President of Panam Sports; Chilean Minister of Sport, Jaime Pizarro; Executive 
Director of Santiago 2023, Harold Mayne-Nicholls; and, even the official mascot, Fiu.

The history of the Fair Play award is linked to a touching gesture that took place during the Games. On 28 
October, Erika Lasso faced her Dominican opponent, Estefania Soriano. After her victory, the Colombian 
athlete showed an extraordinary act of solidarity: realising that Soriano was injured, Lasso carried her on her 
shoulder so that she could receive the necessary medical care. 
 
This gesture moved the press and the public and merited the Fair Play award of the Games.
 
The Santiago 2023 Pan American Games were not only a stage for an exceptional competition, but also a 
place where the principles of sportsmanship and camaraderie between athletes and nations of the continent 
were celebrated.

Injured opponent
carried on doctor’s back



After assessing reports received through a public 
notice special commission, established by Panath-
lon Club Ferrara, chose recipients of the “Valentino 
Galeotti” Fair Play Awards 2023 – now the fifth 
edition of the competition since its launch which 
was dedicated to the memory of the club’s Past 
President.

The Awards have dual significance as they are 
also the basis for candidacy to the World Fair Play 
Awards - prestigious awards presented annually by 
International Fair Play Committee (www.fairplay-
international.org). Let’s set out in detail who won 
what in the various categories:

The award for “THE DEED” this year was almost 
a foregone conclusion given the extraordinary 
demonstration of Fair Play from swordswoman 
Emilia Rossatti from Ferrara who, in April, during 
the finals of the under 23s Italian Championships 
in fencing, 17 seconds before the end, decided not 
to take advantage of her injured opponent, Roman 
Gaia Traditi, and instead let the clock run down not 
overturning the result which was open and saw her 
on the receiving end at that point in the match. A 
“running down of the clock” matched by the fullness 
of heart of the Estense and nobility of her sword. A 
nobility that the commission believed was the result 
of an exemplary track record of sporting conduct 
with coach Riccardo Schiavina who helped her take 
the decision by indicating with a glance.

A surprise then to reward them in tandem in order 
reiterating the importance and educational imprint 
sport can offer because “The choice of a young per-
son depends on their inclination, but also on the luck 
of meeting a great teacher.” [Rita Levi-Montalcini].
 
The “CAREER” category award went to Alfredo Cor-
allini, already winner of the 2017 Diamond Sports 
Award, and esteemed university professor and “heart 
and soul” of U.S.D. ACLI San Luca/San Giorgio – a 
sports club that this year celebrates its sixty years 
anniversary - and that Corallini has presided over 
since 1973 and which is responsible, among other 
things, for the inauguration of the sports facility in 
Via del Campo.

Within the “PROMOTION” category was a name 
linked, perhaps indirectly, to sport nevertheless it 
was within sport and in promoting fair play that they 
found a way to perpetuate the Memory becoming 
a promoter of a fantastic and inclusive paralympic 
sports event - “Sport Is Live/Life” – and installing 
an inclusive playground within an open-air sports 
facility, the Oasis of Canoeing Club Ferrara, as well 
as building and developing hospitals and schools 
through Onlus Afrika Twende. These are some of 
the initiatives carried out by Vanni Falchetti and the 
whole family to honor the memory of his son Fabio, 
by offering life, enthusiasm and socialising.

The commission has decided to add a prize for a life 
dedicated to Fair Play to the other traditional catego-
ries, to honour the spirit that has always embodied 
the activity of Natalino Patria, Man of Sport and 
Football, deeply connected to SPAL and to the whole 
sports world of Ferrara, and lately playing the role 
of secretary of the National Association of Olympic 
Athletes and the Azzuri in Italy, dedicating  the same 
levels of energy, vital force and selflessness to each 
role he has taken on.

Swordswoman choses 
not to strike injured opponent
“Valentino Galeotti” Fair Play Awards 2023 presented to Emilia Rossatti, Riccar-
do Schiavina, Alfredo Corallini and Vanni Falchetti

DISTRICT ITALY / CLUB FERRARA
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American writer John Steinbeck, winner of the1962 Nobel Prize for Literature, points out that a prisoner 
must never think about the final moment of liberation otherwise he risks banging his head against a wall – 
instead he must focus on today, on tomorrow, beyond the football match to be played at the weekend.

The latter option has been decidedly put into action in Padua where for about 10 years a multi-sports club 
made up of inmates from “Due Palazzi” prison has been running. Named “Pallalpiede” they play in the Third 
Division football league FIGC bringing together more than 30 inmates made up of 10 different nationalities.

It embodies an important example of multiculturality and represents a unique experience in Italy with the 
purpose of using sport to revive mental health and joie du vivre, rehabilitating and reintegrating the young 
and not so young - thereby helping them regain their confidence in themselves, in others and in the institu-
tions, fully reintegrating them into society once they have served their sentences as a result of the mistakes 
they have committed even when these are very serious.

In this case, social inclusion is a real fact of life, to be admired for its substance, implemented through sport 
that is not only physical activity but also develops a sense of morality because rules must be followed as well 
as those written in one’s conscience.

Under the banner of Fair-Play etymologically combines the idea of justice, solidarity and loyalty (fairness) with 
the idea of play, gestural and spiritual beauty and fun (playfulness). As taught by the Panathlon - international 
movement officially recognized by IOC, CONI and CIP for promoting sport culture and ethics - who, as part 
of the European Week of Sport, want to attribute great merit to Pallalpiede for having dominated the Dis-
cipline Cup for years as well as for their valid competitive results in the field. For the latter, some joker may 
highlight that Pallalpiede has the disadvantage of always having to play in ten without the “free...”

Long live Pallalpiede, another jewel in the crown for Padua, European city of sport! 

“Pallalpiede…but leather

ELZEVIRO 
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The Foundation was established in memory of Domenico Chiesa, on the initiative of his heirs Antonio, Italo and
Maria. In 1951, Domenico Chiesa had been not just a promoter of the first Panathlon Club but had also drawn
up its draftstatute and, in 1960, he was one of the founders of Panathlon International. Although not technically
binding for his heirs, Chiesa had express, in life, the desire to allocate a share of his assets to the regular assignment of 
prizes for artistic works inspired by sport, as well as for cultural initiatives and publications sharing the
same objectives as Panathlon International.
In the constitution of the Foundation, alongside the substantial contribution of Chiesa’s heirs, one should also
remember the generous input of the entire panathletic movement through its numerous clubs and the personal
intervention of many panathletes, that managed to offer the Foundation the necessary conditions to make its
debut in the world of visual arts in a prestigious and striking way: the establishment of an award implemented in
association with one of the leading organizations in the world, La Biennale di Venezia

Spirit and Ideals

On 24 September 2004, the Board of Panathlon International, considering the need to
increase the capital of the Foundation and to honour the memory of one of Panathlon’s
founding members, first benefactor and inspiration for the same, established the
“Domenico Chiesa Award” to be assigned, on the proposal of the individual clubs and
on the basis of specific regulations, to one or more panathletes or non-member personalities
who have lived the panathletic spirit.
In particular, the award is for those who are committed to the promotion of the sporting ideal
and who have made an exceptionally significant contribution of the following:

Domenico Chiesa Award

Understanding and promoting the values of Panathlon and of the Foundation
through cultural tools inspired by sport;

For members: to those who have made an exceptional contribution to the concept of friendship
between all panathletes and those who work in the world of sport, thanks also to the diligence and quality

of their participation in Panathlon activities;
For non-members: to those who have made an exceptional contribution

to the concept of friendship between all sports components, recognizing panathletic ideals
as a primary value in the educational training of young people

Chiesa Italo - P.C. Venezia 20/10/2004
Chiaruttini Paolo - P.C.Venezia 16/12/2004
Pizzetti Martino - P.C.Parma 15/12/2004

Chiesa Italo - offerto Enrico Prandi 20/10/2004
Battistella Bruno  P.C.Vittorio Veneto 27/05/2005

Ferdinandi Pierlugi - P.C.Latina 12/12/2005
Mariotti Gelasio - P.C.Vald.Inf 19/02/2006
Prando Sergio  - P.C.Venezia  12/06/2006
Zichi Massimo - P.C.Latina 06/11/2006

Yves Vaan Auweele - P.C.Brussel 21/11/2006
Viscardo Brunelli -  P.C.Como 01/12/2006

Giampaolo Dallara - P.C. Parma 06/12/2006
Fabio Presca - I Distretto 15/02/2007

Giulio Giuliani - P.C. Brescia 12/06/2007
Avio Vailati Venturi - P.C.Crema 13/06/2007
Luciano Canavese - P.C. Crema 13/06/2007

Sergio Fabrizi - P.C.La Malpensa 19/09/2007
Cesare Vago - P.C. La Malpensa 19/09/2007

Amedeo Marelli - P.C. La Malpensa 19/09/2007
Fernando Petrone - P.C. Latina 10/12/2007

Vittorio Adorni - P.C.Parma 16/01/2008
Dora de Biase-  P.C.Foggia 18/04/2008

Albino Rossi  - P.C.Pavia 12/06/2008 
Giuseppe Zambon - P.C.Venezia 18/12/2008

Maurizio Clerici - P.C.Latina 15/12/2008
Silvio Valdameri  - P.C.Crema 17/12/2008

Enrico Ravasi - P.C.Varese 21/04/2009
Attilio Bravi - P.C.Bra 25/05/2009 

Antonio Spallino - P.C.Como 30/05/2009
Gaio Camporesi offerto Enrico Prandi 21/11/2009

Mons.Mazza - P.C.Parma 15/12/2009
Mario Macalli  - P.C.Crema 22/12/2009

Livio Berruti - Area 3 19/11/2010
Gianni Marchiol - P.C.Udine N.T. 11/12/2010 

Vic De Donder - PC Brussels 28/01/2018
Buzzella Mario - PC Crema 28/02/2018

Balzarini Adriana - Distretto Italia 16/06/2018
Guccione Alù Gabriele - PC Palermo 09/11/2018

Di Pietro Giovanni - PC Latina 27/10/2018
Speroni Carlo - PC La Malpensa 13/11/2018

Dainese Giorgio - Area 05 26/10/2019
Bambozzi Gianni - Area 05 26/10/2019
Marini Gervasio - PC Latina  9/12/2019

Pecci Claudio - PC Como 12/12/2019
Lucchesini Giorgio - PC Altavaldelsa 16/12/2019

Facchi Gianfranco - PC Crema  18/12/2019
Marani Matteo - PC Milano  28/01/2020

Ginetto Luca  - Venezia 21/10/2020
Porcaro Angelo - Pavia 06/05/2021

Landi Stefano - Reggio Emilia 10/05/2021
Albanesi Aldo  - La Malpensa 25/05/2021

Dusi Ottavio  - Brescia 21/06/2021
Muzio Ugo  - Biella 23/10/2021

Beneacquista Lucio-  Latina 25/09/2021
Migone Giorgio - Genova Levante 11/03/2022

Romaneschi Sergio  - Lugano 16/06/2022
Pintus Patrizio - Como 16/06/2022

Sandro Giovanelli - Rieti 26/06/2022
Grassia Filippo - Milano 29/06/2022

Aschedamini Massimiliano - Crema  29/06/2022
Bernardinello Giovanni - La Malpensa 19/09/2022

Riguzzi Gianluca - Rimini  28/10/2022
Regione Piemonte - Area 03 01/10/2022

Stefano Baldini - Reggio Emilia 15/12/2022
De Angelis Mauro - Terni 17/12/2022

Mauro Miele - La Malpensa 21/03/2023
Luciano Manelli - Brescia 22/05/2023
Adone Agostini - Venezia 02/06/2023

Mario Mangiarotti -  P.C.Bergamo 16/12/2010
Mario Sogno   P.C.Biella 24/09/2011

Mariuccia Lombardini - P.C.Reggio E. 19/11/2011
Bernardino Morsani - P.C.Rieti 25/11/2011
Roberto Ghiretti - P.C.Parma 15/12/2011

Fondazione Lanza P.C.Udine N.T. 17/12/2011
Giuseppe Molteni - P.C. Varese 17/04/2012

Enrico Prandi Area 5 11/12/2012
Sergio Allegrini - P.C.Udine N.T. 17/12/2012

Piccolo Gruppo Evolution - Polisp. Orgnano A.D.  
P.C.Udine N.T.  17/12/2012

Don Davide Larice - P.C.Udine N.T. 17/12/2012
Maurizio Monego -  Area 1 31/10/2013

Henrique Nicolini - Area 1 Area 2 31/10/2013
Together onlus - P.C. Udine NT 30/11/2013
Enzo Cainero -  P.C. Udine NT 30/11/2013
Giuseppenicola Tota - Area 5 11/06/2014

Renata Soliani - P.C. Como 12/06/2014
Geo Balmelli - P.C. Lugano 12/06/2014

Baldassare Agnelli  - P.C. Bergamo 30/10/2014
Sergio Campana - P.C. Bassano 09/12/2014
Fabiano Gerevini  - P.C. Crema 13/11/2015

Dionigi Dionigio - Area 5 06/12/2015
Bruno Grandi - P.C. Forli 22/01/2016
Mara Pagella - P.C. Pavia 18/02/2016

Giancaspro Antonio - P.C. Molfetta 26/11/2016
Oreste Perri  - Area 02  26/11/2016

Gianduia Giuseppe - P.C. La Malpensa 13/12/2016
Giovannni Ghezzi - P.C. Crema 14/12/2016

Roberto Peretti - P.C. Genova levante 26/01/2017
Magi Carlo Alberto - Distretto Ita  31/03/2017

Mantegazza Geo - PC Lugano  20/04/2017
Palmieri Caterina - PC Varese 16/05/2017

Paul De Broe - PC Brussels 28/01/2018



Via Aurelia Ponente, 1
16035 Rapallo (Ge) - Italy

Ph. 0039 0185 65296

info@panathlon-international.org
www.panathlon-international.org


